
Number of mines by detailed commodity and type of operation, 2002 (Data source:  MSHA)

Underground*
Underground 
w/PP or Mill Surface**

Surface 
w/PP or Mill PP/Mill

S&G 
Dredge

Independent 
Shop

Coal operator Anthracite 26 80 8 40 1 155
Bituminous 636 53 742 100 321 58 1,910

Subtotal 662 53 822 108 361 0 59 2,065
Metal operator Iron ore 10 6 8 1 25

Copper 5 9 8 9 31
Gold 31 7 32 27 16 113
Lead/zinc ores 9 7 1 1 2 1 21
Silver ores 3 1 3 1 8
Platinum group 2 1 3
Alumina mill 6 6
Other metals 1 3 10 11 24 49

Subtotal 46 22 64 56 66 0 2 256
Nonmetal operator Clay, common 1 131 43 48 223

Phosphate rock 9 14 1 24

Trona, potash, borate minerals 2 7 1 2 6 18
Other Nonmetals 16 17 265 77 123 498

Subtotal 19 24 406 136 178 0 0 763
Stone operator Dimension stone 5 672 85 13 1 776

Crushed stone 49 62 1,791 1,323 135 12 3,372
Cement 2 66 32 100
Lime 2 3 9 14 35 63

Subtotal 56 65 2,474 1,488 215 0 13 4,311
Sand & gravel operator Sand, gravel 6,380 6,380

Subtotal 0 0 6,380 0 0 0 0 6,380

Underground Surface

Commodity Total



Underground*
Underground 
w/PP or Mill Surface**

Surface 
w/PP or Mill PP/Mill

S&G 
Dredge

Independent 
Shop

Underground Surface

Commodity Total
Total Anthracite 26 0 80 8 40 0 1 155

Bituminous 636 53 742 100 321 0 58 1,910
Iron ore 0 0 10 6 8 0 1 25
Copper 5 0 9 8 9 0 0 31
Gold 31 7 32 27 16 0 0 113
Lead/zinc ores 9 7 1 1 2 0 1 21
Silver ores 0 3 1 3 1 0 0 8
Platinum group 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 3
Alumina mill 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 6
Other metals 1 3 10 11 24 0 0 49
Clay, common 1 0 131 43 48 0 0 223
Phosphate rock 0 0 9 14 1 0 0 24

Trona, potash, borate minerals 2 7 1 2 6 0 0 18
Other Nonmetals 16 17 265 77 123 0 0 498
Dimension stone 5 0 672 85 13 0 1 776
Crushed stone 49 62 1,791 1,323 135 0 12 3,372
Cement 0 0 2 66 32 0 0 100
Lime 2 3 9 14 35 0 0 63
Sand, gravel 0 0 6,380 0 0 0 0 6,380

Total 783 164 10,146 1,788 820 0 74 13,775

* Includes operations reporting employment underground and/or surface at underground.
** Includes operations reporting employment at strip mines, quarries, culm banks augering, and dredge (except for S&G).

Commodity Underground Surface Total
   Coal 715 1,350 2,065
   Non-coal 232 11,478 11,710

Total 947 12,828 13,775

NOTE:  These tables contain counts of the number of mines for various commodities and for different types of operations (underground vs surface vs mill, etc.) reporting any 
employment in 2002.  Some may not be producing and reporting only 1 or 2 employees.  Also, some of these operations may have closed down by the end of the year.  Finally, 
some of the underground operations only reported employment at the surface area of the underground mine (i.e., no underground employment reported).  Mines at which only 
independent contractors are working would show no employment and would not be counted.


